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ITEM CRITERIA 

Topic Student(s) properly 
generate their own 
topic and it is 
relevate to SWMS 
in some way.

Student(s) 
generate a topic 
with the help of 
others.

Student(s) require 
prompts to 
generate topics for 
stories.

Topic is completely 
teacher generated.

Information 
Gathering

Information is 
gathered from 
multiple electronic 
and non-electronic 
sources and 
credited/cited 
properly.!

Information is 
gathered from 
multiple electronic 
and non-electronic 
sources but has 
mistaken or 
missing credits/
cited areas.

Information is 
gathered from 
limited electronic 
and non-electronic 
sources.  Has 
missing credits/
cited areas.

Little information is 
gathered from non-
electronic or 
electronic sources 
only.  Credits/cited 
works are missing.

Interview 
Preparation

Student(s) 
generate informed 
questions and set 
up appointments.

Student(s) 
generate questions 
and set up 
appointments.

Student(s) 
generate questions 
for interviews or 
set up 
appointments

Questions or 
appointments are 
teacher 
generated.

Questioning Questions  are 
compete, well 
written and 
clearly  leads to 
the interviewee to 
telling the story. 

Questions are 
complete, tells the 
story but jumps 
around a bit. 

Questions are 
complete but 
poorly written.

Questions were 
not  complete did 
not add to the 
story or allow the 
interviewee to tell 
the story.

Pre-Production / Research
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PRODUCTION!
ITEM CRITERIA

Focus Story accurately 
coveys the story 
and generates 
audiance nterest.

Generates 
audience interest, 
but loosing focus 
in areas.

Describes the 
topic, but does not 
maintain focus on 
same topic and 
does not maintin 
audience intereest.

Does not describe 
the topic, and does 
not generate 
audience interest.  

Interview Student(s) 
generate infomed 
questions and the 
interviewee is the 
main focus of the 
interivew.

Student(s) 
accurately 
conducts the 
interview, but has 
lapses in the 
questioning.

Student(s) conduct 
interview and have 
less than 3 
questions.  
Questions used to 
not lead to 
understanding or 
maintain the focus 
of the story.

Student(s) conduct 
the interview and/
or it is conducted 
in a way that does 
not add to the 
story and seems to 
immature and 
inaccurate.  

Audio Audio is clear, the 
interviewee is clear 
and audible.  Audio 
was correct and 
did not require 
reshooting the 
footage.

Audio is clear, but 
has areas where 
the reporter or the 
interviewee is too 
loud or too low.  

Audio has multiple 
areas where the 
sound does not 
hold the audience 
interest and sound 
quality is poor.

Audio is not clear, 
the footage does 
not allow the 
viewer to hear the 
message of the 
story.  Story should 
not have ran with 
this audio.

Editing Editing was done 
by the team who 
was assigned the 
story.  Editing was 
complete, on time, 
and was editing 
without any errors.  
Edited story was 
downloaded and 
placed on the 
editing computer in 
the correct file.

Editing was done 
by the team who 
was assigned the 
story.  Editing was 
complete and 
without errors but 
was not placed on 
the editing 
computer by team 
by deadline.

Editing was done 
but needed 
additional work 
before it could be 
added.  Editing 
was on time and 
on the edit 
computer in the 
correct file.

Editing was done, 
but had to be 
located by another 
news team 
member or Mr. 
Spires because it 
was not placed on 
the editing 
computer in the 
correct file.  

Equipment Equipment was 
used properly, 
always protected 
properly from 
damage.  Always 
returned to the 
correct place.  

Equipment was 
used properly and 
protected from 
damage.  Some 
equipment was left 
out and not put 
away.  

Equipment was 
used properly, but 
handling was not 
proper and could 
lead to damage.  
Equipment was 
returned to the 
correct place.

Misuse and/or 
damage to 
equipment or high 
propability of 
damage could 
occur.  Equipment 
was not returned 
ot correct place.

ITEM 
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Video All shots are 
clearly focused 
and well framed. 
The camera is held 
steady.  Use of 
tripod is evident.  
The subject of the 
video is always the 
main focus of the 
video.  

Most shots are 
clearly focused 
and well framed.  
The video includes 
more than one (1) 
area where the 
subject is out of 
focus or out of the 
video.

The video was not 
shot well.  The 
focus was out.  
Use of tripod was 
missing and 
evident.  Subject 
was not in video 
much of the time.

The video was no 
useable and had to 
be re-shot.  Lack 
of planning, and 
lack of use of 
tripod  is evident.  

CRITERIAITEM 


